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Pilsudskiana Japonica

Koichi Inoue

The misfortunes of those who were involved in two major wars of their prime years
and forced to make drastic changes in their lifestyle may vary. The Lithuanian-born
anthropologist Bronistaw Pitsudski (1866-1918) was involved in the Russo-
Japanese War at the age of 37 and World War | at 47, the former forcing him to part
with his family and the latter preventing him from completing his life work. His
tragedy, however, had its root in his arrest in the winter of his nineteenth year for
his complicity in the attempted assassination of the Russian emperor Alexander I1I.
Otherwise, he would never have set foot in the Far East, and thus, regrettably, there
could have been neither the anthropologist Pitsudski nor his “Sakhalin
Ethnography”. His Northeast Asian studies can rightly be regarded as a product of
his tragic fate (Inoue 2018: ix).

I have proposed that any “comprehensive study on Bronistaw Pitsudski” be called
“Pilsudskiana”. Consequently, Pilsudskiana Japonica implies all those studies on
B. Pitsudski originating in Japan. Although its root goes back to 1902 when he
first came to Japan, a real Pilsudskiana Japonica was implemented through the
comprehensive research project concerning sound reproduction endeavours on B.
Pitsudski’s phonographic wax cylinders, which has been brought about in Japan
during the 1980s and further. Publications related to the project include The
Collected Works of B. Pifsudski (1998~, in 5 volumes; the 5th forthcoming) edited by
Alfred F. Majewicz; A Critical Biography of B. Pifsudski (2010) edited by
Kazuhiko Sawada and Koichi Inoue (both in English); whilst, in Japanese, B.
Pi#sudski 5 Sakhalin Ethnography (2018) edited and translated by Koichi Inoue; A
Biography of B. Pifsudski (2019) compiled by Kazuhiko Sawada.



Following the International B. Pitsudski Conference (IBPC) in Sapporo
in 1985, the second IBPC took place in Russia in 1991, the third (1999) and fourth
(2018) in Poland. As the Pilsudskiana research network developed, monuments
dedicated to B. Pitsudski were to be erected—the first in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk,
Russia (1991), the second in Shiraoi, Japan (2013), the third in Zut6w (in Lithuanian
Zalavas), Lithuania (2017), and the fourth in Zory, Poland (2018). The second
“bronze bust”, unveiled on the 19th October 2013 at the Shiraoi Ainu Museum
(now the National Ainu Museum in Shiraci—alias: Upopoy), was donated by the Polish

government.

Kazuyasu Kimura, the grandson of B. Pitsudski, took over the role of
advertising tower for the sake of Pilsudskiana Japonica. Being the head of the
Pitsudski family in Japan, he accepted interviews in Japan and abroad, and
fulfilled his grave family mission four times at the IBPCs. He also kept
interacting with the grandchildren of his grandfather’s younger brother, Marshal
Jozef Pitsudski. As he was the last male heir of the Pitsudski clan, it occurred that
he was also called Kazuyasu Kimura-Pitsudski in Poland. Regrettably, Kazuyasu
Kimura passed away suddenly on the 14th December of the previous year at the

age of 67. May rest in peace!

Understanding that this conferment of Polish government’s decoration
is meant for all those involved in the Pilsudskiana Japonica, | accept it on their
behalf.



