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Awarding ceremony of the “Eastern Review Prize” for prof. Sawada’s book

“Story of Bronislaw Pilsudski, A Pole named the King of Ainu”

On the 2™ July the awarding ceremony of the 29" edition of the “Eastern Review Prize” took place
in the Old Library of the Warsaw University. It is a prestigious prize established in 1994 by the
historical Quarterly “Eastern Review” for the best book in the field of Eastern Europe Studies and
each year many publishers and authors apply for it, in the field of history, law, political studies, and
ethnology. The Head of the Jury for the Prize was prof. Jan Malicki, who was a Host of the Ceremony.

Books from many countries can be submitted, so far the laureates came from Poland, Lithuania,
Belarus, France, Russia, the USA, and this year also from Japan.

In 2021 the jury awarded 7 Prizes in the categories of historical studies in Poland, foreign books,
documentation, and social journalism. For the first time, there was an entry of a book by a Japanese
author, and Sawada Kazuhiko was awarded for his book “Story of Bronislaw Pitsudski, A Pole named
the King of Ainu”, translated into Polish by Barbara Stomka. Other laureates were (in alphabetic
order, academic titles omitted) Leszek Bednarczuk — linguist, Adam Hlebowicz — historian and
journalist, Zbigniew Opacki — historian of 19™-20" Century, Dariusz Wegrzyn — a specialist in the
newest history, Wioletta Zielecka-Mikotajczyk — specialist in the history of Greek Catholic Church in
Poland, Ukraine and Belarus, and Jolanta Zyndul — specialist in the history of Polish Jews.

Laudatory speeches and acceptance speeches, with the ceremony of the conferring of the diploma,
lasted for 3 hours and were very solemn. Some of the participants connected via the internet, e.g.
Sawada Kazuhiko from Saitama, who greeted the jury and the audience live, and dr. Stanislaw
Paukszta from the Institute of Political Studies in Vilnius. Of 7 awarded books 3 touched on the Polish
cultural life in Vilnius (Polish Wilno). Zbigniew Opacki’s almost 800 pages book is the history of the
Department of Humanities in the Stefan Batory University in Wilno, from which many outstanding
academics came and later taught in Poznan, Torun, and Warsaw. Two books had the same hero: the
above-mentioned book by prof. Sawada, and “Bronistaw Pitsudski Diary 1885-1887” edited by Jolanta
Zyndul.

For prof. Sawada’s book a laudatory speech was announced by former Ambassador Jadwiga
Rodowicz-Czechowska, at present director of the Development Division in the Jozef Pitsudski
Museum in Sulejowek. It was agreed between prof. Malicki and Rodowicz-Czechowska, that the
diploma will be presented to prof. Sawada in person, in the future, at Jozef Pitsudski Museum in

Sulejowek, at any time agreed between the Laureate, the “Eastern Review” and the museum.

Jadwiga Rodowicz-Czechowska,

The Jozef Pitsudski Museum in Sulejowek





